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Ireceived this document in the 1980’s from Arthur Spector
who received it from Doron Bar-Levav
who received it from his mother.

Listed on page 13 #9 is my great grandfather, Aron Baruch, one
name among many.

Freda Spector Warrington

www.fredaSwarrington.com
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1, Honeh Boyarsky, am vriting this-letter. I live in Butremanz, Lithuania

" 4n the province of Kovna. I have my own home on Tatarshe Street $ 13, I tad a

driver.'ny own car, nnd L\ own'truck . My family consist®s of myself who am 53
years old my wife, Sarah Boyarsky, 50 years o0ld, three sens,.Alter. 26, a driver,
Noah, ?0 & baker. Avram, 15, a student at the Kovner Gymnasiun, and a daughter,
Hanna. 11 % student in the Butremanz public school, Alter and Noah were taken

to Alita on the thh of August and were shot to death, Sarah and Hanna were
taken away the 9th of September. Avram and I are still alive, Somethiné of my
biography. I was born in the small town of Voleh close-to luneh in the provnnce.

of Grodno. My famlly'was poor, My father was a sm1th and his name was Avram

Kaplan. My name is Honeh Reuven Kaplan, I have a brother in Jevel, in the pro-

.vince of Schavleh He (Mendel Boyarsky) has a wife and two chlldren. 1 also
_ have a sister, Brina Winer whose husband is also a smith by the name of Sholem
Winer. She has two daughters and one son.' As a child I suffered hunger and

cold, studied at the Yeshivah at Wolf Wblkovisky up to the aae of 18, T was a

revolutienary'and served in the army of the Czar. I married the daughter of Frumeh
Beyarsky; I served during the Viorld War and when I returned, I settled in Butre-

manz. Kaplan became Honeh Boyarsky' What-wiii—happen—te—ne—in—the—Futnre—;~do—not
know; My—wish~is~oniy~to~see the downfall of those who persecute Jews,

| (signed) Honeh Boyarsky

(He bkgins tgaih.) | . |
In the vilidge of'Forankeveh Vishkedovorer Valust in the vicinity of.Trocker

in the hayloft of the peasant named'Syyavdch. |

September ZQ..1901, To my dear Leahle, the only one of the children of the

" members of our family who continue to live. All others have already been annihi-

’hilated. lf through some chance this letter should reach you, I must tell you

how the city of Butremanz and our family and other Jews were destroyed by the




image3.jpeg
- -

Lithuaniens and_the Germans. Maytheir names be obiiterated.

On June 15, 19“0 the Russian army entered Lithuanda. Qith their cominze
our‘iife inpreved éonsiderebly; paptdcularlfifor‘our famiiy because we were '
working people. I had given anay’my car in Trest and became a driver there,

worked in Kovno and received a good wage. Thus, I lived very well, Every-

thing was available and everything vas inexpensive. My son Alter gave up his

job as a driver and began attending a course in engineering. He received £
scholarship from the governmont. My son Avram studied At the Kovner Sholem
Aleichem-Gymnasium which formerly was a technical high school. He was in the

fifth grade. Noah continued working in his uncle's bakery and Hannele attended

- the Butremanz public school. So we lived very well. 1 used to come home every

week for the sabbath. “My'father dlso.lived'well. His house was also a branch
of the bakery}’.Father_was the head of the.ﬁakery,with'a very good szlary.

Sholem senved in the army The thhuanlan army Joined the Russian army SO

'that my family and my Iathcr s family ]ived we]l with no concern for the fu?ure.

We thought it would las* foreve:,.but as it happened e:erythﬁng turned out quite

differently. Instead.of a peaceful life, it became-a~horr1b1e one, a death by

torture.

On June\21. 1941 at 6:00 p.nm, ﬁy son Alter and other Butremanzer Jews got
e . _
into car and went home from Kovno,. Hy life in Kovno was very normal as usual,

At home nothing unusunl woSs happoning. Sarah was not feelinp well and so we

: decided that the followlnp day. Sunday. we would go to Bourstvyem to take the
F -

baths., On Sundey, June 22nd in the morning a soldier came from Alita and told
me that the Germans had bombeddAlita; To us it seemed funny. WUe thought he
wes,joking. 1 did not'give him my cer; He went away, A few hours ]ater.,we.
eaw many Jews with their wives and children coming who repsated that Al4ta was
en.fire and that there were meny deqd and they were lving in the streets‘and

that Avram Bachsitsky lay on the street torn to bits, They advised that we too




image4.jpeg
-l
"snould'rnn from here because things were bad, The Germans.wonld come tlying ;n
: tnié direction. They did come, but they did not bomb, In the town there was
Agreat tumult. Everyone began packing, running about looking for wagons, ‘We |
dldn't know what to do. The Russian army started backing avay to Vilna and not
. knowing what to do we pecked our car and decided that should it becone necessary
'we would get'into it and flee, And.so it was done; I and‘my family and Moishe
-‘Yeshke Levin with his family, father and his fami]y. having packed a few valuablns
.1n the car left Monday. June 23rd at dawn with the remainder of the Russian army
"in the direction of Vilna 1eaving all our wordly goods and our homes abandoned,
‘Monday morning we arrived in Vilna, By nightfall the town vas bombed and burning
.in many places. The confusion was horrifying. "I got to a friend's house at $ 16
on SnmJl Stephen Street  His name was Eckman. We spent the entire day there and
saw that the Russian army was not stepplng but was continuing its withdrawal with
' them. '"This would have been very good but unfortunntely the car had a pas gener-
ator propelled by wood burning. Until Vilna 1 had the appropriate wood but from
Vilna 1 cepld not obtain itr Therefore, we all remained.in Vilna with the car,
the entire 22nd of June. 1n the city it became quiet and orderly, The onlv move-
ment was military. We lay down to sleep and on the following merning. we got. up
and saw that German soldiers were traveling the streets. Immediately they were
joined by Lithuanian partisans wearing white arm bands witn swastikas, They were
armed. They began beating Jews and the life of a Jew became immediately worth-
less, They picked up Jews in the street and put them to work on fi]thy tasks,
-:Evenyone was too petr:fied to leave the house, It.vas very bad. The lithuanians‘
. took my car away and we did not know what to do.. Hunger became our great enemy.
The Lithuanians 1ssued [ command that\nothing should be so0ld to Jews, We decided
to go back home. We bought a horse and wagon and father with his family except
for Sholem who was'with.the Russian army (whether he is eltve or dead I do not

know), my wife Sarah and Hannale with Avram. Moishe Yashke and his family went
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back homn. All our things remained on Stephen Street in tne house of the Eck-
mans, . ‘

Alter and.I remained in Vilna because we were afraid we would be arrestnd
communists. It was enough if someone onlv said that one was a communist amd he
was promptly arrested. Ve decided that until the family vould let us know that
we could come back, we would remain in Vilna. And so we remained .- for two weeks,
They'did-not tell us we could-return. The situation worsened by the day. 1t wns
difficult to obtain food and impossible to go.out info the street, VYie decided,
therefore, to go home regardless. 'Tha road was mos t difficult. Vhen we arrived
in Sofizishach, ne were arrested. A day earlier the rabbi, four students and two
other 1nnocent Jews had been shot by the Lithuanians as communists, It wvas only by
chanca that one of the partisans was an-engineer that we knew and so ve vere re-
-leased and came home.

| At home we found a terrible situation. in tne town, every door and‘w;ndow
were nailed shut and_even&one was too terrified to go out info the street. The
city'nas‘dominated by a mob of hooligans, Lithuanian thieve;. They robbed, beat,
and tortured evnry Jew or Jeveés they caught. The outstanding ones for their cruelty
was a man by the name of Savitsky, the teacher from Stepanoveh whose name I do not
know, one whose name was Proshkes, another from" Bugzeh whosa name was Vasilanas.
Others were Varbeat Sokov1ch .from Placepnik, Patinsky, Yarulek, the carpenter and
his son.¢Arbon0jicn,the miller. who managed s mill in Tzofonos, and the carpen*er by
the name of Sbinofsky, 5 former communist., All of the above called themselves parti-
sans under the leadership of a Lithvanian captain (who under the Russian rezine had
‘been a-communist and % bookkeeper for Aluter Mestas,

Now 1 must tell you how this band killed the entire popu]ation of the towvn eijther
by shooting or by burying alive,

When'my father and the others came from Vilna they were permitted to enter their

houses. All the people who lived around the market place in the large homes vere








