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. driven out into the smaller streets in the outskirts of town and so everyone

moved in with me, We sat closed in. We had enough to eat because we had food

. stored awey from before. .Thus, we continued sitting for a few weeks. After

: Alter, Noah and I came back from Vllna. we Spent % short time together,

| few days later in the middle of the night my father, Alter, nnd myselfl

were arrested and put into the Baltermanzer prison, Shama, the shoemker. and
his three sons were alheady there (the oldest having .gene vith the Ru'ssihns into
Russ‘ia)_. VRotchkes, the drayman's son, Shloimeh, the butcher's son, were also
there. One son who had lived in Russ'h'all' his years had come to visit his father
| and he too was arrested. His name was Yacov Devinsky. The same night Berel, the
ceil_ing makef's son, 'and.Yankel. the shep keeper's son, were .arres.ted.- »i; were all
tofether‘.. ;Ihey tortured us and beat us without giving ue a reason, A few days
prcvious to our nrrest they had arrestad Berel Vienetsky, the teacher, Mitstein,
the other teacher. and a teacher by the name of 1itwin, snd Bayla, the shoemaker's
wife. The Qermans brought in some people who had teen arrested and thoy added to
- this group the ones who were arrested now and t;ook them out of the city. On fhe
way to Alite, the Germans shot Eayla and she's lying near the roed thaf leads out
: fror.; Bu.tr’inanz. Near Alita they also shot the teacher named Arpaksanaer. The rest
were taken to Alita and shot there, Where these were buried I do not know., My
father, Alter, mrself,' 'and Goldste.’gn;;, the ceiling maker.. spent. 12 days in prison
. o.nd theh we wero :released. The rest were sent to Alita and shot there. At that’

time a new.Gerx'nah unii’ erriﬁed and begah showing what they could do_. 'fhe beat us,
robbed us, and then with a fury“ drove us to filthy, arduous labor.: They chased us
.ih.to' th.e .synegogue ahd made us {ear up all the holy books and carry them to the
smithy to be burnt. ‘The rabbi was made_to break all the windows in hhe syhaeogue
'-.and all the old men had t.hei.r.beards cut of f. We experienced in reality what we

:might have read in books and could not believe that there really were such vicious

pecple in the world,
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. So paesed.a'few woeks untii.oue'beautiful morning {bey.left us, May they
net.have iivedlto.reach their homes safely. In the city, it becaue sliphtly
‘quieter, but nfter stillness comes a storm, and the torw came, | |
Before the Germans had left, they had commanded that. aJJ young'Jews men
and women must go to the fnrm to work on the land. This wvas zenerally accepta!
because this way they did not. have to 1ook.upon'the Germans, As soon Aas ihny
left ihe Lithuan:ans took over and the Jithuanian who took command came out vith
a new decree that all Jews must come back and no farmer would be pnrmitted to
employ a Jew; So everyone came back. Then there‘was * command thaf on Tuesday.
"August 12.’ 9“1 at 7:00 a.m. all Jews, men and women, {rom the ages of 15 to 60 .
'must present thewselves in the middle of the markot place or else *hings vould go
badly for them. Everyone vent. I did not go because 1 said nothing could be
| worse and I would not £O. Féther went and he tried fo dra;’me along but 1 wou]d
. not listen to him. They stocd there in the street from 7:00 a.m. until noon.
Afteu.that‘the Lithuanian Igder with his band of partisans surrounded everyone
and uickee out 83 of the youngest male Jews and 17 girls. They were all taken to
ihe office.. Father had been included in the 83. All were undressed, completely
naked; and everything was taken from them. They were taken naked to prison in
Alita. They were kept there for a fow days and then shot. Among the 83 there
'u;}a four from our family. My father. Yassif..Alter. and Noah. And so ended their
.lives. Ihe lives of our dearest nnd best. 1 renained at home, I'was at. home and
stayed there petriﬁed ~ During the night of August 21-22 the same Lithuanians
surrounded the city and dragged people out of their homes. My mother was lying
down and she heard them beating on the windows of the Smorganskys. She took a
look and she saw that Smorgansky's house vas surrounued by partisans. She voke

me up and'naked 1 ran out throuph the back door and hid in the garden, They then

carme to ouvr howse. But since thev found no one but women, they packed up as mary
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- of our'belongings as they could and lert During this night 115 people were

caught 100 men and 15‘“0m3ﬂ-. Among th’ men was the rabbi and his son whose

_:beards they'shaved

Friday3 August 22 they did the same with thls group as they had vith the
previous one., They took of £ all their clothes. took them to Alita ard shot
them. So I remained after the second action. During the second action they
shot. Yitzhak, the son of.Chayoh'Broch;h. Itzek Shavalevich, who 4s lyinp near
the.prison; and Archek, the son of Rgchel Schene, as weli'as Afon Kotz. We pefe.
able ta'bury him in the cémétary during the night., |

Then it was quiet until'August 29th, On that Friday. all. fhe Jews of the

.clty, young and old were brought to our s*reet and made to stay there, At 2:00 p.m.
there was a new.decree that all Jews musﬁ present themsolves in the market place.-
_:and ever&one‘was chased out of the houses.: I did'not go. Avramke and I_hid.v
»Those who Qont.were'aéain surr§unded. The youngest mah were piéked out. as vel)

as the young children. They‘were Joined by the young vomon, | Apain thoy were

 _undressed. All their belongings and clothing were taken away, and they were taken

to Alita and were shot. This was the last trip to Alita. In the city no men
remained except those who-had hidden. They announced a decree that all remainine

Jews, women and children, should leave all their homes and move into two streets.

‘Tatarshe Gass and Klege Gass. The tumult was great. Everyone carried pgcks and

crowded into whatever house possible.ﬁ Into our house came Schene Golde AlitskyA
and lLeibe, the wife of the schochet alonp with all their belongings, It vas quiet,
Evoryone was lying in fear and wondering what would happen next. There wasn't much

time for wondering. On Thursday, September Zth, a peasant by the name of Antonius

- Gudietas, may his name be obliterated, came to me and said, "Honeh, it's bad," He

heard from the partisans that today or the next day they they were coming to look
for Jows and perhaps 1 should find a hiding place. I told him that I did not know

such good peasants. He replied, "You know what, come with your son to me. I live
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in a comnmnal group and I.will ‘hide you in my hayloft. until this cefusion 1%
over. Then you will return bowe, 1 took counsel with my vife, Sllh and Schene
Gold.e and they '.'agreed to this plan. My mother'. on the other hand, ms against
the plan of my lejzaving t.he'hou‘so. We did not listen to her and.on Thursday,
Septombor Mh at; io.p.m. ‘Avramale and I left the house. We took no elothes or
any money and wal.ked through the fields to the communal settlement of tha I1thu-
‘anians. When wo arrived he met us and tock us to the hayloft and we vont to
. | sleep. In the morning he brought us food and said that we should remain where
ne_uere. He had to leave and he vould be back the fol]owinz MOrning. Thus ve
| remained the wholo day Friday, not knowing vhat was going on outside. On Satur-
day he came back and told us that he had boen to Kovno and -that things there
were very very bad The city of Kovno is dead. No humam being is te be seen.
Everything is boarded up and daily numbers of people are taken out of the Slo-
botke ghetto and shot. No one is permitted to enloer or ]oavo the photto, so {hat
théfremaining Jews in the ghetto are dying of hunger. There are no Jews remaining
in Pren‘. all of them having been shot including Schokoff iho owner of the brevery
. vho had convorted to Christianity a long time ago along with his wife and daughter.
1n Yosneh 111 the Jews vere gathered and on Vednesday and Thursdly. the 3rd
and bth of September all of them were shot and buried in one grave in a field be-
longing toiQuint. In Butremanz things are so far quiet and then he proceeded to
- ask me wnot I would preier. to remain or go back home and then return to him in
a few dAys.‘ I aaid to him why shovld 1 go ‘about. I would nuch'rather remain |
hero. Ho agrood and we went to sleep, The next morning, September 7th, he entered
the hayloft and said. "Honeh, things are bad. A neighbor of mine just visited =me
and told me that during the past night all the rest of the_Jews of Buirenanz were

gat.herod anci tba_f the partisans are encouraging all] Christians to come with spades,
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- Then he said "As soon as I have eaten I shall gblto your house.v I will see vhnt

is happening there and 1 will come back and tell;you." He left and we stayed there

and wa1ted. ‘He did not come, Y lay there for several days and then I looked

through the slats and saw that a band of partisans had surrounded his house, Ve,

of course, concluded that they had come to look for ué, to arrest us. we buried

-

ourselves deeper in the hay and lay there in fear;.'Aftér avhile I realized they
wereﬁ't coning. I crawledoout and sav that Gudietas brouzht ] par?y of peasants
with spades and was des1gnat1ng a place in the back of his house near a sprinz.
He p01nts out that here befwaen h1s house and the spring they shou]d dig s difch
1 felt a black terror. I couldn't unders?und what vas going on. Ve dug ourselves
deeper in the hay and 1ay there totally confused for the entire day. not knov:ng
what. to think

Sunday in the middle of the night he came and slo']y opened the trap door
to the hayloft and said, "Save yourselves*and save me, Plegse_escape quickly from
here. It is dark now and you wiil be able to make your escapé good.“I ;sked him
how Sara§ vas and what the.hble was for., He didn't answer but only said "run.,"
The péasants were digging the hole in the night, It ugs dark and we went by vay
of tha flelds by way of Zukovsky's commune on the way to Vilna. Vb'arrived at.
O:gadans. There I went ‘~to the house of a peasant woman who was an acquaintance,
She let us in, gave us food, and took us up to the attic. Ve went to sleep and

lay there throughout the day. That night she came to tell us that in the vi]iage

-thore is a search for Jews, 4“herever they vill be found,.they and those vho hid

 them will be shot together, She was asking us to Jeave and go to the hayloft of

her sbﬁ-in-lnw’which,uas near the forest. There it would be safe. She herself
would go to the city the next day to see what was going on and tell us.

We went to the son-in-law's, He let us into the hayloft and ve lay down.








